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are rightly set that the train is free to proceed full speed ahead.
There has been no dearth of great personalities under severe
discipline, provided the discipline itself be in accord with
reason. "Non mi lascia pu ir lo jren dell' arte" said Dante:x
the curb of art lets me go no farther. And Milton's rugged
integrity was not impaired by the strictness of his classical form.

The classical tendency at its best brings out qualities of in-
estimable value. Common sense assures Classicism of a solid
foundation, upon which reason builds a well-balanced struc-
ture. Hand in hand with consistency go sanity and health, for
disease, whether mental or physical, is only disorder. Intelli-
gent restraint imparts to thought and form a quiet dignity.
The supreme reward of classical discipline is harmony, a har-
mony consciously sought, kept within the simplest terms, and
all the more impressive.

These merits are not limited to the field of art and litera-
ture. In religion, in morality, in politics, we may find a spirit
that is truly classical: firmly orthodox, law-abiding, responsive
to duty. The "good citizen," moderate, diligent, sober, is a
classicist, and, even though he may be lacking in brilliancy, a
"credit to the community" $ the gentleman in the highest sense
of the term is a masterpiece of the classical spirit.

On the other hand, it should be obvious that no tendency,
by itself, can be coextensive with all virtue. Classicism is dis-
cipline, that is to say restraint: it presupposes something to be
restrained. Man does not live by restraint alone $ a system
composed entirely of checks would be an absurdity. It would
be an automobile with efEcient brakes and no motor, a railroad
all safety signals and without a locomotive. Whenever this
negative attitude, wrongly identified with the whole of Clas-
sicism, has been made the sole rule of life, the result has been
decay. In religion, it causes orthodoxy to degenerate into liter-
alism, obedience into irresponsible servility, attachment to tra-
dition into superstitious practices. In morality, it leads to phari-
saical legalism; if you conform in externals, if you keep within

ipurgatorio, XXXIII, 143.